
For more information: cdc.gov/coronavirus

STAY SAFE AFTER BEING VACCINATED.
PROTECT YOUR COMMUNITY.

C O V I D - 1 9  V A C C I N E

GET THE FACTS.

STAY SAFE AFTER BEING VACCINATED

You are not fully protected from COVID-19 until 
two weeks after your last shot!

• If you got the two-shot vaccine, you must wait 2 weeks after your second shot.
• If you got the vaccine that only needs one shot, you must wait 2 weeks after 

your shot.

Experts don’t know how long the vaccine will protect you from COVID-19 or if you can still spread 
COVID-19 to others after being vaccinated. Even after getting the vaccine, continue to:

Wash your  
hands  

frequently.

Disinfect 
high-touch 

areas.

Wear a  
mask.

Practice  
social distancing.

Even if you are fully vaccinated, get tested for COVID-19 right away if:

You have been around someone with COVID-19 and start to feel ill. Also stay home and 
away from others. 

You live with many people and have been around someone with COVID-19. Even if you 
do not feel ill, get tested. Also stay home and away from others.

Avoid gatherings 
with many  

people.

2 WEEKS



However, you should avoid visiting 
people who are at a high risk of getting 
seriously ill from COVID-19 to protect 
them. If you must visit them, you 

should still try to protect them by wearing a mask, 
staying 6 feet away and washing your hands.

People may be at high-risk if they: 
 Have other illnesses like cancer, diabetes or 

high blood pressure
 Are very overweight
 Smoke
 Are pregnant
 Are over age 65

TWO WEEKS AFTER YOU HAVE BEEN 
FULLY VACCINATED, YOU CAN:

Be indoors with others who have  
been fully vaccinated without wearing 
a mask.

Be indoors with others from one other 
home who have not been vaccinated 
without wearing a mask.

Be safe while  
traveling
When you travel, protect yourself and  
others by:

• Wearing a mask over your nose and mouth 
when in public.

• Avoiding crowds and stay at least 6 feet/2 
meters from anyone you did not travel with.

• Washing your hands often.

Be safe while traveling in the  
United States 

• You do not need to get tested before you 
travel. 

• When you return, you do not need to get 
tested or stay away from others unless you 
feel ill.

Be safe when traveling  
internationally

• Check with your airline and local health 
officials where you are going to see if you 
need to get tested or stay away from others 
before your trip.

• Get tested no more than 3 days before you 
come back to the U.S.

• After your trip:

– Get tested within 3-5 days.

– Stay home and away from others if you 
feel ill.

– Check with local health officials to see if 
there is anything else you need to do.

WE’RE STILL LEARNING
• How long vaccines protect people 

from getting COVID-19. 

• Whether vaccines keep people from 
spreading the disease.

• How effective vaccines protect 
against new types of COVID-19.
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